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Inside This Edition: 

Dear Friends, 

  Rehearsals have begun for the December concert of the 

Delaware Valley Chorale, in which I sing as an alto. Last year, the 

major portion of our December concert was focused on the Rutter 

Requiem, with the second half of the concert highlighting DVC 

favorites from past years. This yearôs concert will be devoted 

exclusively to Christmas music, including Pinkhamôs Christmas 

Cantata, Vaughn Williamsô Fantasia on Christmas Carols, and some 

lovely arrangements of familiar Advent and Christmas carols by 

Richard Schenkel. I do hope youôll come to the concert on Monday 

evening, Dec. 21, at the Church of St.ôs Andrew and Matthew. It would 

also explain why you have heard me humming lots of Christmas music 

way too early; Iôm not trying to rush the season, but Iôm immersed 

already in the spirit of the Christmas season rehearsing this beautiful 

music. It has also provided a welcome respite from a nation and world 

in turmoil as a helpful reminder that Christôs coming brings light to our 

darkened world. 

    The words to ñO Come, O Come, Emmanuel,ò dating back to the 9th 

century, have caught my attention in particular. In the very first verse, 

the cry to Emmanuel to ñransom captive Israelò takes us back to the 

beginning of Godôs dealings with Israel, and the times in which the 

people found themselves in exile and captivity far from home. God 

heard their cries and delivered them time and again, fulfilling their 

hopes and renewing their faith.  

   As church-going Christians, although we worship in a familiar setting 

and according to our long traditions, we might feel displaced and in 

exile, much like the ancient Israelites. While at church everything 

seems pretty much the same, elsewhere, in the world around us, 

Continued on next page 
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everything is different, and changes daily. While some of that change is good, some is bad, and 

some is indifferent, mostly it feels perplexing. Even though our congregational life remains 

comforting and familiar, we canôt escape, nor should we, from the spiritual needs of a world 

having trouble finding its bearings. While itôs very hard to know how the church can respond to the 

complexities all around us, without renewal and vision of our own, we will become increasingly 

isolated. Yet, ñGod so loved the world that he gave his only Sonéò and this is the link that can 

ground us in our new mission and vision to which we turn in this transition time. How can we show 

Godôs love to the world? Itôs a simple question, and our answer can bring renewed purpose to our 

life and ministry. As that familiar passage from Johnôs Gospel implies, our fortunes are 

inextricably linked with that of the world, that there is no separation, and the Feast of the 

Incarnation reminds us that heaven has been linked to earth, that the Kingdom of God has come 

near in its love and grace. As we seek to manifest these gifts in our lives and the life of this church, 

we will ransom those in captivity and find release from our own as we seek to minister in Godôs 

name.  
 

O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the 

Son of God appear. 
 

O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home; make safe the way that leads 

on high, and close the path to misery. 
 

As the Advent and Christmas seasons approach, let us show Christôs light to the world, and bring 

forth the ñKing of Peace,ò Emmanuel, God-With-Us. For it is through us, and the work of our 

hearts and hands, that the Son of God will appear. 

 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Faithfully yours, 

 

 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

A little boy was asked in Sunday 

school what he was going to give his 

sister for Christmas.    

  ñI donôt know,ò he said. 

  ñWhat did you give her last year?ò 

the teacher asked. 

  ñChicken pox,ò he replied. 

The Marshall Family would like 
to thank all who contributed and 
participated in the Marie  
Marshall Sarcoma Fundraiser at 
Grotto's in October. Many folks 
commented on the great support 
we received from Grace parish-
ioners and we are most  
appreciative.   ðTom Marshall 
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September 2011 
At the September Vestry meeting, after an opening reflection on the need for the Vestry in its 

leadership role to balance pragmatic considerations with spiritual discernment in managing 

decisions on behalf of the parish, the Vestry discussed: 

¶ Property report: Regarding the new Chapel roof, along with the $10,000 grant given to the 
parish by the Diocese to help defray the cost, a challenge grant was also introduced. For every 

dollar the parish raises toward the roof, the Diocese will give an additional fifty cents. We have 

until June 2012 to conduct this challenge, and will be selling "shingles" for $50. 

¶ The Blue Rocks fundraiser yielded $150 the first night and $297 the second night. Thanks 
were expressed to all who helped out. 

¶ The Parish Profile was discussed, particularly the need to determine the financial package 
we'll be able to offer before it will can be completed. The results of the canvass will help to 

determine how we are trending financially, and we will need to wait for the conclusion of the 

campaign before any final determinations. Copies of the draft profile will be available at the 

October 9 meeting after church. 

¶ Two motions were passed regarding the Taylor Trust Fund and the Marie Marshall 
Memorial Fund. Tom Marshall was appointed Chair of the Taylor Trust Fund, and Diana Golden 

and Amanda Burris were appointed as co-chairs of the Marie Marshall Memorial Fund. 

¶ The Stewardship Committee will be co-chaired by Jean Burton and Sandy Tonjes. Letters 

will go out from the Interim Rector and Stewardship Committee, and testimonials will be given 

at each service on Oct. 23 and 30. Commitment Sunday is Nov. 6. 

It was noted that Tom Marshall has donated a comfortable chair for the big church for parents 

needing to sit with younger children. Flowers will be sent to Linda Owens after her surgery.  

October 2011 

In the opening reflections, the Vestry looked at a recent survey of 2010 parochial reports of  837 

Episcopal parishes to look at trends in attendance, finances, activities, etc. Grace falls right in 

with the current trends noted in the survey, where the aging of congregations, decline in budgets 

and attendance, fewer programs and decreased participation characterize a large number of 

congregations around the country. The Vestry will read and reflect on a book at an extra meeting 

in early December to explore ways in which to begin to reverse this trend at Grace. We will also 

be hosting a nationally known consultant on Saturday, Dec. 3, to discuss our rector deployment 

options and how we might best situate ourselves for renewal and revitalization in this process. 

¶ The Chapel Roof shingle challenge grant is underway to help fund the replacement of the 

Chapel roof. 

¶ The Wardens and Treasurerôs meeting held at Grace in Nov. was discussed. Parishes have 

been urged to increase their fair share pledge to the Diocese, and it was voted to increase our 

pledge by $1,000 to the Diocese in 2012. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Vestry Briefs . . . Sept. and Oct. Meetings  
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DATES FOR CALENDAR: 
Sun., 11/13, Brandywine Village Network presentation at Coffee Hour, 11:30 a.m. 

Thurs., 11/17, Vestry Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Sat., 11/19, Holiday Craft Show at Grace, 10 am to 3 pm  

Sat., 11/19, Parish Life Day, St. Anneôs, Middletown, 8:30 AM 

Sun., 11/20,  Food Ingathering for Claymontôs Food Pantry 

  United Thanks Offering Ingathering 

  Book Club Meeting, 9:30 a.m. in Memorial Room 

Thur-Fri, 11/24-25, OFFICE CLOSED  

Sun., 11/27, First Sunday of Advent; The Journey DVD series begins, 11:30 a.m. 

  Property Comm. Meeting, 11:30 a.m.,  Ditty Box donations due in 

Thurs., 12/1, Special Vestry Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Fri, 12/2, Brown Bag Concert, The Brandywiners Chorale, 12:15 p.m. 

Sat., 12/3,  Session with Dr. Rob Voyle, 9:30 am to 1 pm 

Sun., 12/4,  Wrapping ditty boxes at Coffee Hour; DVD series follows 

  Angel Tree donations for Ronald McDonald House due 

Fri., 12/9,  Brown Bag Concert, Concord High School Madrigals/Chorale 

Sun., 12/11, The Journey DVD series, 11:30 a.m. 

Wed., 12/14, Creative Call Dinner 

Thurs., 12/15, Vestry Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Fri., 12/16, Brown Bag Concert, Robert Welch & Friends, 12:15 p.m. 

Sat., 12/17, Chesapeake Brass Silver Cornet Band Concert, 7 p.m. 

Sun., 12/18,  The Service of Lessons and Carols at 10:30 a.m., Property Mtg., 11:30 a.m. 

12/23, 12/26, 12/30 ð OFFICE CLOSED 

Sat.,  12/24,  Childrenôs Pageant and Holy Eucharist, 6 p.m. 

Sat., 12/24,  Christmas Music followed by the Festival Holy Eucharist, 10:30 pm 

Sun., 12/25,  The ñChrist-Massò at the Feast of the Incarnation, 9:30 AM 

Sun., 1/1,  Holy Eucharist, (One Service Only at 9:30 AM ) 

¶ The closing of the Cathedral in June was discussed. We hope to encourage those looking 

for a new church home to give Grace a try. 

¶ Further changes to the Profile are underway, after an initial review by a member of the 

Standing Committee. It is hoped it will be reviewed and approved by the Standing 

Committee at its December meeting. 

¶ Preparations for the Annual Meeting in February were discussed, including the formation 

of a Nominating Committee for the election of members to the Vestry. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Property Committee 

News . . . . 
 

All American Roofing has 

completed their work and 

we now have a beautiful 

new chapel roof! Our 

church received a $10,000 

grant from the diocese and 

a $20,000 low-interest loan, 

part of which is a challenge 

grant.  Our challenge grant 

had started off with a bang!  

Be sure to check out the 

Chapel picture (many 

thanks to Paula Hartzell for 

her artwork) and the  

shingles that have been  

purchased so far.  Shingles cost $50 each and the diocese will give us one half of 

whatever we raise to put toward the actual loan.  So, every shingle you buy makes 

less of a loan we will have to repay.  Remember, you have until June 1, 2012 to pur-

chase as many shingles as youôd like.  Make your check payable to Grace Episcopal 

Church and note ñChapel roofò on the service line.  Checks may be put in the Office 

mail slot in the choir room, given to Pat or Cathy Diamond, or mailed to the office.  

Questions?  Contact Pat or Cathy Diamond, 302-658-3251. 

Next Book Club Meeting:   

   Sunday, Nov. 20 at 9:30 AM 

    in the Memorial Room 

 
The group will meet on this morning to  

decide the book selection for their  

January meeting. Interested parties should 

come with a couple of titles in mind and a 

brief synopsis of their choices.  All are 

welcome! 
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Advent Observances 

    The season of Advent begins the Sunday after Thanksgiving, November 27. We 

begin a new Church Year, and our lectionary cycle moves to Year B, highlighting 

Markôs Gospel. 

    During Advent after church each Sunday, there will be a DVD series ñThe 

Journey,ò based in the Holy Land, which highlights the stories, events, and sites 

connected with the Nativity accounts so familiar to us. The series is presented by Adam 

Hamilton, a Senior Pastor of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in 

Leawood, Kansas, one of the fastest growing and highly visible 

churches in the country. He draws upon the insights of scholars, 

historians, theologians, and archaeologists to bring fresh 

understanding to the birth of Jesus. The sessions will be held in 

the Ivy Room after church each of the four Sundays of Advent, 

and on December 4, after the wrapping of ditty boxes. 

    Please mark your calendars now for a morning spent with the 

Rev. Dr. Rob Voyle on Saturday, December 3. Dr. Voyle has pioneered the use of 

ñAppreciative Inquiryò in the church setting, and this is the protocol we have used 

during the Interim. He will be with us to explore options for our Rector search given our 

long-term financial outlook. It will be a time for all of us to reflect on 

the future and how we can most effectively work to accomplish our 

mission and goals. This will be the last opportunity prior to the 

formation of the Search Committee for members of the parish to 

comment and reflect on where we are headed in the search, so, please 

come, and, as they say, ñSpeak now, or else forever hold your peace!ò 

The session will run from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., followed by lunch. 

Please sign up on the sheet in the Parish Hall if you plan to attend. 

 

Highlights of the Advent/Christmas Season 
 
The Sundays in Advent: Nov. 28; Dec. 4, 11, & 18 

 

Advent 1 through Advent 4: The lighting of the Advent wreath at the beginning of each service. 

Advent 2, December 4: the Rev. Dr. Rob Voyle, Guest Preacher 

Advent 4, December 18: 10:30 a.m. service, The Service of Lessons and Carols.  

Christmas Eve: 6 p.m. Childrenôs Pageant and Holy Eucharist 

Christmas Eve: 10:30 p.m.: Christmas Music followed by Festival Holy Eucharist  

Christmas Day (Sunday): 9:30 a.m. The ñChrist-Massò at the Feast of the Incarnation 

1st Sunday after Christmas, January 1: 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, (One Service Only). 
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Look for the Christmas altar flower envelopes to be set out in the 

back of the church and the hallway on Sunday, Nov. 13.  They  

are due back into the office by Sunday, Dec. 11.  Amount of  

donation is at your discretion; please indicate if the donation is a 

memorial or a thanksgiving and PRINT LEGIBLY.  Envelopes 

may be placed in the office mail slot in the choir room or mailed 

to the office.  DO NOT put in the offertory plate, please. 

You will also be receiving in the postal mail 

soon the 2012 Altar Flower donation form.  

Look over your calendar and pick out any 

special dates you would like to commemorate 

with  a Sundayôs floral arrangement.  Your 

memorial or thanksgiving will be printed in 

the bulletin for that Sunday.  Cost of a single  

floral arrangement  is $35.  You may purchase  

one or both arrangements on a Sunday.  If you 

have specific dates in mind, please fill out 

your form ASAP to avoid disappointment.  

First come, first served! 

The Concord Players (High School) 
present the mystery comedy 

  BONE CHILLER  
Dec. 1, 2 & 3 at 7 pm 

Concord High School, Ebright Road, Wilm 

Adults $9/Students &Sr Citizen $6 
  For Tickets call 302-475-3951  

 

Directed by Graceôs Tom Marshall 
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Outreach Commission . . . .  
 

Fall Ingatherings . . . .  

 

 Many thanks to those who contributed 

generously to our Oct. Thanksgiving 

basket drive for the clients of Jewish 

Family Services, and to Jim Fagley who 

delivered the wonderful bounty you 

provided. We also contributed $85 

towards the purchase of turkeys for these 

families. 

   Our next food ingathering is for 

Claymont Community Centerôs Food 

Closet. We will end this drive on 

Sunday, Nov. 20.  The food will be 

important to help with Thanksgiving 

meals and to supplement the nutritional 

needs of the increasing numbers of 

people needing help to provide for 

themselves and their families. 

   Claymont Community Center has 

indicated that they are especially in need 

of the following when you are putting 

together your bag of groceries for the 

Food Closet: Cereal, Boxed Macaroni 

and cheese, pancake mix, syrup, canned 

fruit, stuffing, gravy, cranberry sauce, 

boxed mashed potatoes and canned 

sweet potatoes, canned string beans and 

canned corn.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UTO Ingathering on Nov. 20 

Appropriately timed for the Sunday 

before Thanksgiving, the fall ingathering 

of the United Thank Offering will be 

received and blessed at both services on 

Nov. 20. Boxes and envelopes are 

available (in church hallway) for this 

traditional and important work of the 

Episcopal Church nationwide. It is a 

wonderful way of counting oneôs 

blessings and sharing those blessings with 

others to support outreach projects in 

American dioceses and the 

Anglican Communion 

throughout the world. 

Please be generous with 

your thanks! 

 

The Ronald McDonald House Angel 

Tree is now up and decorated in the 

Parish Hall. (Thank you to our local Girl 

Scouts for creating our angels) Pick an 

angel from the tree, purchase the named 

item, and place back under the tree 

(unwrapped) before Sunday, Dec. 4.  We 

will take care of delivery to AI Dupont 

Hospitalôs Ronald McDonald House.  

Many thanks for your support! 
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Place items in Seamen Center bins in hallway. 

DUE DATE for Items:  Sun., Nov. 27 
WRAP BOXES:  Sun., Dec. 4 

       Warm Socks                 Winter Gloves  

REMINDER: 
 
Hats/scarves 
and the  
Filler items 
for the ditty 
boxes 
 
are due into 
the church on 
SUN., NOV 27 
(Thanksgiving 
Weekend) 
 
We wrap the 
boxes during 
Coffee Hour 
on Dec. 4! 
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 Join us for the following holiday concerts: 

 

Brown Bag Concerts 
Fridays, Dec. 2, 9, 16 Dec. 2    Brandywiners Chorale 

12:15 p.m.   Dec. 9   Concord High School Chorale /Madrigals 

Main church  Dec. 16   Robert Welch & Friends 

 
A chance to catch your breath during the hectic holiday season! Feel free to bring 

along a bagged lunch to enjoy during the concert; we provide a beverage.  Concerts 

approx. 45 min. in length.  Free admission; open to the public.  Come enjoy! 

 

The Chesapeake Brass  

             Silver Cornet Band Concert 
Sat., Dec. 17, at 7:00 p.m. 

Grace Episcopal Church 

Cost:  TBA (watch upcoming bulletins) 

 
Needing a little help getting into the holiday spirit?  Well this evening is sure to do 

the trick.  This award winning , 30+ member band will  entertain you with your 

favorite Christmas hymns, standards and spirituals.  Snack Bar will be open during 

the intermission for a cup of coffee and a sweet! 



GRACE NOTES  PAGE  11 

 

A NOTE FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN . . .  
 

We are winding up the Stewardship campaign as I write this and I want to thank all of you for your 

generous financial support of Grace Church. Sandy Tonjes, Jean Burton and I sent you the letter outlining 

the messages that Jeff Beck and Paula Hartzell talked about in the services leading up to Commitment 

Sunday. That letter was mostly about asking you for your financial commitment, your pledge to support 

Grace Church. But as we explained briefly in that letter, stewardship means much more than just putting 

your pledge envelope in the collection plate on Sunday. The proper Stewardship of Grace also requires 

you to donate your time, your talents, your ideas, your energy, sometimes just your physical presence. 

Woody Allen once said, ñshowing up is eighty percent of lifeò and I think that is more truthful than most 

people realize. There are times when just showing support for an event, or a group, or a person is worth 

more than anything else you could have done. 

     I wanted to share a dream I had recently about Grace Church. In my dream we were having an 

incredibly successful Stewardship Campaign. It was so successful that each member of the congregation 

was pledging $100/week. $100!  Can you believe that? Of course thatôs when I realized I was dreaming, 

but I began to think more about that. I donôt know what your financial circumstances are, but speaking for 

my wife and me, to pledge $100/week would be, to put it in Paula Hartzellôs language, some very 

ñExtravagant Generosity.ò Many of us probably canôt afford to pledge that amount of money. But thatôs 

the old thinking. The old thinking that stewardship is only about money. Itôs not, itôs about donating your 

talents, your time, your energy, your ideas, yourself. 

     So here is the great idea I had after waking up from my dream. What if my dream came true? What if 

we all did pledge to give $100/week to the church? Part of it we put in the collection plate each Sunday 

and for the remaining part, we donate ourselves to the activities & events of the church. The min. wage in 

DE is $7.25/hr. Our skills and hard labor are worth more than min. wage, so letôs round that up to $15/hr. 

Letôs agree that our time, talent, ideas & energy spent on Grace Church activities is worth $15/hr. Letôs 

add that to our stewardship calculations. (My son Noah is studying Algebra 2 this semester at school so I 

got him to help me with the equation.)  

$100 = (Weekly Financial Pledge) +(X * $15) 
     Where X is equal to the number of hrs/week that a good steward to Grace Church should pledge. To 

solve this equation for X you need to subtract your Weekly Financial Pledge from $100 and divide what 

remains by 15. That should give you a number somewhere between 1 and 6. 

      Now to make my dream come true, what if everyone pledged to give $100 in money, time and talent 

to Grace Church each week. What could you do here at Grace for 1 to 3 hrs/wk? What group here at 

Grace do you want to be a part of? What area of church life interests you? Where do you think your 

talents could be best used? If we could get every member of our congregation to donate  1 or 2 hrs/wk, 50 

or 100 hrs/yr , we could solve most of the issues/problems that face this church. Think of the amazing 

Vacation Bible School we would have if 30 people donated 15 hrs. that week. Think how friendly people 

would think our church was if 50 people donated 1 hr. to greet/welcome newcomers on a Sunday? Think 

how loud (and beautiful) our choir would sound if 10 more people donated one hour/week to sing in the 

choir . Every one of us has unique talents & interests that could enrich this congregation and make your 

own life more satisfying. 

     I want to invite everyone to relax, this coming week, take your shoes off, lie down on the couch or 

wherever it is you would take a nap. And as you begin to drift off, think about how you could get more 

involved with activities at Graceðteach, study, participateð maybe something that youôve never had a 

chance to doé but most of all, I invite you to dream. 
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Presentation on Brandywine Village Network 
At the coffee hour after the 10:30 a.m. service on Nov. 13, Enza Loera, Program Manager of 

the Brandywine Village Network, will talk about this new program in our area that will be 

inaugurated on January 1, 2011. The Brandywine Village Network (a concierge association) 

is part of a new movement around the country to assist older adults to remain in their homes 

instead of moving to assisted living or even nursing homes, through comprehensive 

coordination of at-home care and other services. Based upon the Co-op model, for a yearly 

individual fee of $600 (with sliding scale in some circumstances), one becomes a member of 

the Network, and has access to the following benefits:  

¶ Care coordination assistance from experienced Geriatric Care 

Managers. 

¶ In-home assessments for safety and independent functioning. 

¶ Information and referral to community resources. 

¶ Membership in Growth, Education, and Mental Fitness 
(GEM), a social and wellness program. 

¶ Access to a Preferred Providers Direction, a listing of screened 

and vetted businesses offering discounts to Village members. 

¶ Access to a volunteer network for help with transportation, 

shopping and errands, housework and home repairs, setting up computers and electronic 

devices, reassurance calls, medication reminders, and more. Members receive up to 4 

hours of in-home volunteer services per quarter, transportation is available monthly, with 

up to two round trips per member. 

   Members reap the intangible benefits of belonging and security, knowing that there is a 

vibrant and caring community outside of the home, opportunities for social and civic 

engagement, and the peace of mind that comes with easy access to professionals should there 

be a change in oneôs health. 

   The Network is based at Jewish Family Services, and the program is one that constantly 

evolves through member feedback and support. In addition, volunteers are encouraged to be 

part of this program to address the needs of seniors, and if one is age-eligible (50 years and 

older) to join the Network, there is a $100 discount in the member fee. 

   Plan to attend coffee hour on Nov. 13 to hear more about this exciting new local program. 

To see where there are other Networks around the country, and learn about this initiative, go 

to vtvnetwork.org. 

Welcome to new ushers Wil and Linda Helie, and  
Felix Fernandez.  Thank you for joining this  
important ministry.  Anyone is welcome to join the 
usher ranks, just speak with Cathy Diamond (302-
658-3251).  
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PLEASE SIGN-UP in 
the hallway for a 
shift the day of the 
show!  Lots of hands 
are needed ð come 
shop & have lunch! 

ALSO NEED 
BAKED GOODS 
for the BAKE  
TABLE  
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Welcome to the new little people! 

Dr. Elliot and Ginny Hertzenberg proudly 

announce the birth of their first 

grandchild.  Her name is Catherine Eileen 

Hertzenberg born August 27, 2011 to the 

parents of David and Colleen Hertzenberg. 

The parents reside in Chadds Ford, PA.  . . . 

Anthony James McCusker arrived on Wed., 

Oct 19 at 7:30 a.m.  He weighed 7 lbs 13 oz 

and was 22ò long.  Anthony is the son of 

parishioners  Ashley and Steve McCusker.  

Congratulations! 

     Bruce and Lynn Phillips are proud to 

announce the wedding of their son, Nick to 

Michelle Kochersperger on Oct. 29 officiated 

by her uncle, Kevin Kochersperger. The 

ceremony and reception were held at the 

Merion Tribute House in Philadelphia. The 

couple will reside in Wilmington. 

     On Wed., Nov. 9, the Port of Wilmington 

Maritime Society honored Bill Corbishley 

with the Babiarz Award for his many years of 

service to seafarers at the Port of Wilmington. 

Bill was instrumental in the establishment of 

the Seamenôs Center of Wilmington, locating 

funding and serving on its first board. Bill 

went on to be a Ship Visitor, boarding ships 

and spending time with mariners in ship mess 

halls, arriving at the Port of Wilmington six 

days a week at 6:30 a.m. Bill received 

recognition earlier this year  from People to 

People International, receiving their ñPeople 

Helping Peopleò award. Congratulations to 

Bill once again for his dedication to this 

important ministry. 

The Annual Meeting 
 

Notice is hereby given of the Annual 

Meeting of Grace Church to take place on 

Sunday, February 5, at one service held 

at 9:30 a.m. The Nominating Committee 

will be chaired by Senior Warden Paul 

Miles, and will include those rotating off 

Vestry this year, Jean Burton and Julie 

Simone. Additionally, two qualified voters 

of the Parish may be part of that committee; 

please speak to Paul Miles if you are 

interested. Nominations for Vestry may be 

submitted by any qualified voter in the 

congregation to Paul Miles. Nominations 

must be in writing and shall include the 

office for which the person is being 

nominated, the name of the nominee, a 

statement indicating that the person being 

nominated is willing to serve if elected, and 

the name of the person making the 

nomination. Nominations must be 

submitted no later than five weeks prior to 

the Annual Meeting (January 8, 2012). 

Those qualified as voters of the Parish and 

at the Annual Meeting must be baptized, 

over sixteen years of age, are 

Communicants of the Church as defined by 

the Canons of the Episcopal Church, and 

have been recorded as contributors to the 

support of the Parish for six months prior to 

the election. Those being nominated must 

be qualified voters of the congregation. 

There will be openings for four new Vestry 

members. At the first meeting of the newly 

constituted Vestry, the Senior Warden will 

be appointed by the Interim Rector, and the 

Vestry will elect a Junior Warden. 



GRACE NOTES  PAGE  15 

 

A Little Chuckle for the Day  

FORREST GUMP GOES TO HEAVEN  

The day finally arrived. Forrest Gump dies 

and goes to Heaven. He is at the Pearly 

Gates, met by St. Peter himself.  St. Peter 

said, 'Well, Forrest, it is certainly good to see 

you. We have heard a lot about you. I must 

tell you, though, that the place is filling up 

fast, and we have been administering an 

entrance examination for everyone. The test 

is short, but you have to pass it before you 

can get into Heaven.'  

   Forrest responds, 'It sure is good to be here, 

St. Peter, sir. But nobody ever told me about 

any entrance exam. I sure hope that the test 

ain't too hard. Life was a big enough test as it 

was.'  

   St. Peter continued, 'Yes, I know, Forrest, 

but the test is only three questions. First: 

What two days of the week begin with the 

letter T? Second: How many seconds are 

there in a year? Third: What is God's first 

name?'  

   Forrest leaves to think the questions over. 

He returns the next day and sees St. Peter, 

who waves him up, and says, 'Now that you 

have had a chance to think the questions 

over, tell me your answers.'  

  Forrest replied, 'Well, the first one -- which 

two days in the week begins with the letter 

'T'?  Shucks, that one is easy. That would be 

Today and Tomorrow.'  

   The Saint's eyes opened wide and he 

exclaimed, 'Forrest, that is not what I was 

thinking, but you do have a point, and I guess 

I did not specify, so I will give you credit for 

that answer. How about the next one?' asked 

St. Peter. 'How many seconds in a year?  

    Now that one is harder,' replied Forrest, 

'but I thunk and thunk about that, and I guess 

the only answer can be twelve.'  

   Astounded, St. Peter said, 'Twelve?  

Forrest, how in Heaven's name could you 

come up with twelve seconds in a year?'  

   Forrest replied, 'Shucks, there's got to be 

twelve: January 2nd, February 2nd, March 

2nd... '  

   'Hold it,' interrupts St. Peter. 'I see where 

you are going with this, and I see your point,  

though that was not quite what I had in 

mind....but I will have to give you credit for 

that one, too.  Let us go on with the third and 

final question. Can you tell me God's first 

name'?  

   'Sure,' Forrest replied, 'it's Andy.'  

   'Andy?' exclaimed an exasperated and 

frustrated St Peter. 'Ok, I can understand how 

you came up with your answers to my first 

two questions, but just how in the world did 

you come up with the name Andy as the first 

name of God?'  

   'Shucks, that was the easiest one of all,' 

Forrest replied. 'I learnt it from the song,  

ANDY WALKS WITH ME,  

ANDY TALKS WITH ME,  

ANDY TELLS ME I AM HIS OWN.'  

   St. Peter opened the Pearly Gates, and said: 

'Run, Forrest, run.'  

 

 


