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Inside This Edition: 

òWe are a tree of life rooted in Godõs love branching out to embrace all.ó 
 

òOur mission is to be a wellspring of spiritual sustenance, providing support for 
faith, friendship, and service.ó 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

   It is wonderful to anticipate the pleasures of summer, with warm 

weather, vacations, outdoor activities ð something to look forward to 

after a long, hard winter. Iôm looking back over the calendar of the last 

year, realizing that as of July 1, I will have completed a full year as the 

Interim Rector at Grace. The time has truly flown, and although we 

have hit a few bumpy spots, with one more brief work session, we will 

be ready to complete the Parish Profile and send it for review and 

approval by the Standing Committee of the Diocese at its Sept. 

meeting. There will be a working retreat to be held on Sun., June 19, 

immediately following the 9 a.m. worship service (with lunch 

included). As noted in the parish letter sent out the last week of May, 

this session will provide the opportunity to place our commissions, 

committees, and other activities within the scope of the three action 

areas of our mission statement: ñfaith, friendship, and service,ò and to 

set goals for the three areas with our core metaphor, ñWe are a tree of 

lifeéò as a guide. This time together will set us on a course grounded 

firmly in our past, responsive to present circumstances, and confident 

in a future where we seek to be a wellspring of spiritual sustenance to 

minister in Christôs name. With this direction, we are able to inaugurate 

the Rector search, looking for the appropriate ñmatchò between our 

aspirations for ministry and mission and the person most qualified to 

help the congregation fulfill its purpose. By now, you might feel like 

Continued on next page 
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youôve heard enough about mission, vision, goals, and purpose, but, without this clarity and 

direction, we can get stuck in maintenance mode, which can be a drain on our energy and 

enthusiasm. A purpose-centered life helps us focus our hopes and dreams on behalf of the 

Kingdom of God. 

 Along with this discernment process on the part of the parish, we also need to begin 

reflecting on the qualities and characteristics of the priest that will suit us best as we seek to fulfill 

our mission. Posted on one of the framed bulletin boards in the Parish Hall are several sheets of 

blank newsprint where we would like your feedback regarding the question: ñWhat are the 

qualities we seek in our next Rector?ò I encourage you to think about what we are looking for in 

terms of ordained leadership at Grace Church at this time, and to do so from the standpoint of what 

will help us be our best. While weôre often pretty clear about what we donôt like, itôs pretty hard to 

make plans around that. Instead, we need to reflect on what we want more of. In looking at past 

relationships with clergy, think of what qualities have helped us be effective in our life together, 

and what will be needed moving forward. Also be aware of the tension between ñwhat I want,ò and 

what will serve this parish best. We need to look at the root causes of success, and build from 

there! Take the next month to ponder this question, and put your thoughts on the newsprint.  

 And, in the meantime, enjoy the summer! With the combined service, there will be the 

opportunity to join together as a whole congregation in worship. It will be an informal time to 

enjoy one another, and to enjoy Godôs love in the ways in which we have been blessed as the 

people of God. And donôt forget the retreat on June 19; I hope as many as possible will be able to 

participate so that your ideas and feedback will be incorporated into this important process of 

discernment.  

 

Faithfully yours, 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

1.  Summer Schedule starts  

 Sunday, June 19 ñ9:00 AM only  

2.  Planning Retreat June 19  

  after 9 am svc, lunch provided  

3.  Coffee Hours on June 26,  

    July 17, August 21  

4.DVD Study Series after svc.  

  June 26, July 10 & 17  
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The Parish Summit, ñForward into the Futureò 

Sunday, April 10, 2011 
 

  

*pictures provided by Paula Hartzell 

After review of the material from the  

Pre-Summit meetings and a guided meditation, 

the creative juices flowed!  The group developed 

the core metaphor for Grace (see above) from the 

different designs created by each group. 

We are a 

tree of life 

rooted in 

(NC½R KNUD 

branching 

out to  

embrace 

all. 

3ÁÎÄÙ 0ÏÐÌÏÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ÈÅÒ ÔÅÁÍȭÓ 
ÒÅÎÄÅÒÉÎÇȢ 

%ÍÉÌÙ 'ÉÂÓÏÎ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ  

3
 
0
Ï
×
Å
Ì
Ì
ȟ
 
2
 
&
Å
Î
Ç
Ì
ȟ
 
*
 
"
Å
Ã
Ë
 
Á
Ô
 
×
Ï
Ò
Ë
 

,ÙÎÎ 0ÈÉÌÌÉÐÓ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÇÁÒÅÔ 0ÁÌÍÁÔÁÒÙ 
×ÏÒË ÔÈÅÉÒ ÁÒÔÉÓÔÉÃ ÍÁÇÉÃȦ 

7ÈÏ ÇÁÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÎ Á ÍÉÃȩȩȩ 



GRACE NOTES  PAGE  4 

 

Vestry Briefs . . (from March ñMay 2011)  
March Meeting: 

¶ The upcoming April Summit was discussed. If a Mission Statement is not finished by the 

end of the Summit, at the Vestry meeting following the Summit, the Vestry will take the 

information gleaned from the Summit and craft a statement.  

¶ New Vestry members chose Commission/Committee assignments, with Alan Gill choosing 

the Finance Committee, Beth Beck will be on the Study Commission, Cathy Diamond on 

the Community/Caring Commission, and Felix Fernandez will be Assistant Treasurer and 

part of the Finance Committee. 

¶ Donations made in memory of people who have died will be designated by the Vestry to one 

of three categories: Church Beautification, the Music Department, or the Memorial Garden. 

¶ It was decided to try one service at 9 a.m. this summer in the Chapel. 

¶ Vestry approval was sought by Sandy Poplos for the J2A youth to participate in a mission 

trip to Vermont at the end of July. It will be coordinated through the Youthworks 

organization, and will be very reasonable for the youth and adult chaperones to attend. 

There is money left over from last yearôs trip, and additional fundraisers will be held. The 

Vestry voted unanimously to approve the trip. 

April Meeting 

¶ Treasurer Bruce Phillips reported that at the end of the first quarter of the year, overall 

expenditures are down by 2%. Oil has been a major expense, but this expense will lessen 

with the coming of spring and summer. 

¶ The Summit held the previous Sunday was discussed. With a statement of our identity ñWe 

are a tree of life rooted in Godôs love branching out to embrace all,ò work began on a 

mission statement, concluding with ñOur mission is to be a wellspring of spiritual 

sustenance, providing support for faith, friendship, and service.ò 

¶ A Blue Rocks concession stand fundraiser was introduced by Warden Paul Miles. A group 

from the church would run a concession stand at some of the ball games this summer, 

receiving 7% of the receipts in return to be given to the church. It was decided to try at least 

one game, with Paul and Julie Simone to be the coordinators. There will be a Christmas 

craft show meeting on May 1. There was also a request for a fall flea market, to which the 

Vestry was agreeable. 

¶ Bids for the Chapel roof are still being received. The lawn maintenance contract will remain 

at the same level as last year. 

May Meeting; 

¶ It was announced that Brenda Trageser and Jennifer Quesenberry have had to resign from 

the Vestry. Since the by-laws allow for leeway in Vestry numbers, we will wait until the 

2012 Annual Meeting to fill those slots. 

¶ A banner made by the Creative Call group was displayed to the Vestry, and will be placed 

during worship in both the church and chapel. The Vestry was most grateful for the banner, 

and Paul Miles will write a thank-you note. 
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  We give thanks for our Sunday School teachers 

and students at Grace this past year.  On Sunday, 

June 5, we recognized those present during the 

Sunday service. 

 
 

 

Live B.I.G. (3 to 7 yrs) 

Teacher:  Juli Bailey 

Chase Kruzel 

Ryan Nagengast 

Emily OôDay-Manerchia 

Ben Price 

Megan Price 

Liam Quesenberry 

 

Tweens & Teens (8-11 yrs) 

Teacher: Brenda Trageser &            

  Beth Raab 

Arianna Bailey 

Kimberly Bailey 

Elena Fayda 

Owen Hughes 

Andrew Nagengast 

Connor Quesenberry 

Jenna Quesenberry 

Sarah Raab 

Andy Raab 

Katie Raab 

Zachary Trageser 

J2A (Journey to 

Adulthood)  Teens 

Teacher: Sandy 

Poplos 

 

William Fengl 

Noah Miles 

Christine Trageser 

 

¶ Chapel roof bids are still being reviewed. Estimates are also being received to replace the 

two fire escapes in the Church School building. It was announced that a new tenant will be 

moving into the Rectory between June and July. The nursery will be painted by the Smith 

family.  

¶ Fundraisers: Two dates have been chosen for the Blue Rocks concession stand fundraiser 

in June and July. 25 people will be needed for the effort, and Paul Miles will publicize the 

event. 

¶ The May flea market was a success despite the weather. The Vestry acknowledged the hard 

work of Sandy and Gary Poplos, and Linda Owens. The Vestry approved a fall flea market 

(Sept. 17, rain date Sept. 24). The Bingo events will continue, with date TBA for the fall. 

¶  The last day for Church School will be June 5, when there will be recognition of our 

students and teachers. The parish picnic will be held in the fall, tentatively scheduled for 

Sept. 11. 

¶ After ñtrying onò our Vision and Mission statements for the last month, the Vestry voted to 

accept these as written. A planning retreat about implementation of our mission and vision 

will be held June 19 after the 9 a.m. service. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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We bring the BEACH to Grace Church for VBS this 
summer! 
At SonSurf Beach Bash VBS we will explore the wonders of the beach, 
learn about fun sea creatures, and find Big Answers to some Big Ques-
tions about Jesus.  Grab your boogie board and ride a wave of fun and 
adventure with us!  Visit our website at www.gracedelaware.org to  
print out a registration form, complete the form, and mail back it to  
the office. 
 
ALSO, please check out the ITEMS NEEDED list posted on the  
hallway bulletin board by VBS Coordinator Brenda Trageser.  Sign 
your name by an item you are willing to donate, and then deliver  
said item to the marked bins by Sunday, JUNE 26.  Many thanks! 

WHEN:   Monday ñ Friday, July 18-22, 2011 
    5:30 PM to 8:30 PM (Dinner at 5:30 pm) 
WHERE:  Grace Episcopal Church 
WHO:       All children 4 yrs to 11 yrs    
                 (must be 4 by Dec. 31, 2010) 
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The group is taking a small break 

over the summer months, but will 

get together for an outing to the 

movie theater for the movie, The 

Help, when it comes out in August.  

(The group read this book as a 

selection before.)  They are looking 

for suggestions of books for their Sept-Oct. 

meeting.  Please forward titles to Jean Burton 

at  jeanpiperburton@msn.com. 

Bishopôs Mission Fund 

Donations are now being accepted 

for the Bishop's Mission Fund, an 

appeal dedicated to a particularly 

worthy mission project. The pro-

ject this year will be the Diocese 

of Haiti after the devastating 

earthquake in February 2010, to 

assist the rebuilding of the 

Cathedral in Port-au-Prince and 

the adjacent school run by the 

Sisters of St. Margaret. A few of 

the historic murals from the ruined 

cathedral were spared, and several 

can be repaired, but the majority 

were completely ruined. All of the 

Diocesan offices were destroyed, 

and funds are needed to help the 

Diocese get back on its feet. 

Please make checks out to Grace 

Church, with "Bishop's Mission 

Fund" noted on the memo line. 

Checks may be mailed to the 

parish office or dropped in the 

alms basin throughout the month 

of June. Please be generous in 

supporting this important effort.  

 

ñTruly I tell you, just as you 

did it to the least of these 

who are members of my 

family, you did it to me.ò         

Matt 25:40 

Adult Study Series 
 

There will be an informal 

study series with DVD 

format featuring Brian 

McLaren, our Convention 

speaker, after the 9 a.m. 

service in the Ivy Room on 

June 26, July 10, and 17. 

These videos are 20 minutes long, and there will 

be some brief discussion after the showing.   

Segments of one of the videos was shown by 

Paula Hartzell in her Lenten Series "Christian 

Faith on the Move." Come join the conversation! 
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Take me out to the ball game! 
   Itôs a familiar song that everyone has sung and knows the words to. 

Now itôs time to put on our baseball caps and head to the ballpark. Let 

me explain. Since the summer is often a slow season at church, (with 

the exception of Vacation Bible School starting this year on Monday, 

July 18 to Friday, July 22 from 5:30-8:30 p.m.) I thought this summer 

it might be fun to get involved in a fund raising opportunity for the church that occurs at 

the Blue Rocks Ball Park.  

    Remember the part of the song that says ñbuy me some peanuts and Cracker Jacks?ò 

Well thatôs where we get involved. The members of Grace Church have the opportunity 

to staff one of the large concession stands at Frawley Stadium for a nightðactually two 

nightsðthe first on Thursday June 30th for the game against the Salem Red Sox and 

then again a month later on Friday, July 29th for a game against the Kingston Indians. 

The second game will be well attended as there will be a fireworks display following it. 

   How we are involved is we need 25 volunteers for each game to come to the park 

about 2 hours before the game time of 7:05 p.m., so be there by 5:00 p.m. to the first 

base side entrance next to the Delaware Sports Hall of Fame dressed in tan/khaki shorts 

or pants, white shirt (polo is fine) and closed toed shoes or sneakers (no sandals or flip 

flopsðthatôs a state health regulation). We will be shown what we need to do before the 

game. We will staff the concession stand from the start of the game to the end of the 

game. We will sell all food, beer, soft drinks, snacksðeven Cracker Jacks. We open up 

the stand, cook the food, sell the food, make change and collect the money for all sales. 

The church will be sent a check for 7% of the total receipts or $150 minimum. (Usually 

the 7% is much larger). Everyone who is a volunteer gets a special concession stand hat 

and aprons to wear during the game. (You have to give the aprons back at the end of the 

night, but get to keep the hat). Volunteers must be 16 years of age or older. 

   Every volunteer also gets a 20 minute break and a free food item (either a hot dog or 

chicken fingers) as a snack. I think these fundraising nights at the Blue Rocks will be a 

new favorite event for the church and a chance to have some fun and fellowship, and see 

the ball game. So save these dates: Thursday, June 30 and Friday, July 29, sign up on 

the big sign-up sheets in the main hallway or in the Parish Hall and ñRoot Root Root for 

the home teamòðThe Wilmington Blue Rocks and 

Grace Episcopal Church! More detailed 

information will be sent to each volunteer. Itôs 

easy, and a fun night. 

 

Paul Miles 

Senior Warden 
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Education for Ministry (EfM) Class graduates another member. 

   On Monday, May 16, the EfM group from Grace 

Church wrapped up their 2010-2011 study season and 

celebrated the evening with dinner and the graduation 

of member David Henshaw (Immanuel, New Castle). 

David completed all four years of study in the 

program developed by the School of Theology at the 

University of the South in Sewanee, TN.  The group 

also said a fond goodbye to one of our mentors, Cyndi 

Larned, who will be relocating out of state.   

   The group is looking for new members to join us for 

the 2011-2012 season beginning in Sept. Do you: 

*have an interest in learning more about the Bible, 

*want to zero in on your own personal ministry,  

*want to learn to reflect theologically 

all while sharing fellowship and laughter in the 

process?  Think about joining us on Monday evenings 

at Grace Place.  There is a cost for the class, but funding can be found to help if needed.  

Our mentor leader is Brenda Trageser (Grace).  Give Linda a call in the Grace office for 

more info (302) 478-9533.                                                *pictures provided by Linda Owens 

 

 

 

-ÅÎÔÏÒ #ÙÎÄÉ ,ÁÒÎÅÄ ɉ'ÒÁÃÅɊ ÁÎÄ 
$ÁÖÉÄ (ÅÎÓÈÁ× ɉ)ÍÍÁÎÕÅÌɊ 

,-2ȡ 3 4ÁÂÅÒ ɉ3ÔȢ $ÁÖÉÄÓɊȟ !  -ÅÒÅÄÉÔÈ ɉ#ÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌɊȟ " 0ÅÎÎÏÃË ɉ3Ô *ÁÍÅÓ 
.Å×ÐÏÒÔ Ɋȟ # ,ÁÒÎÅÄ  ɉ'ÒÁÃÅɊȟ 0 -ÉÌÅÓ ɉ'ÒÁÃÅɊȟ $ (ÅÎÓÈÁ× ɉ)ÍÍÁÎÕÅÌɊ  -ÉÓÓÉÎÇȡ  
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On May 14 we held our outdoor Flea Market and we made lemonade with the 

ñlemonò weather we had. There was good steady foot traffic throughout the misty 

day, and many church members turned out to volunteer.  Thanks to all who 

worked a shift that day. A special thank you to Event Coord. Sandy Poplos and her 

Volunteer Coord. Cathy Diamond. The  gross profit for the day was approx. 

$2,500. Great Job everyone! 

 

 

*Ȣ "ÁÉÌÅÙ Ǫ 3Ȣ 4ÏÎÊÅÓ   
ÃÈÁÔ ×ȾÁ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÅÒȢ 

*ÅÁÎ ÁÎÄ *ÕÄÙ 9ÏÕÎÇ 
ÎÅÇÏÔÉÁÔÅ ÏÎ ÐÒÉÃÅȢ 

*ÕÌÉÅ 3ÉÍÏÎÅ ÈÁÓ Ȱ(ÏÔ 
$ÏÇÓ ÆÏÒ 3ÁÌÅȦȱ 

%ÉÌÅÅÎ 
,Å#ÌÅÒÃÑ 
ÍÁÎÓ ÔÈÅ 
ÂÁËÅ ÔÁÂÌÅ 
ÇÏÏÄÉÅÓȦ 

*Pictures provided by Emily Gibson.  Thank you! 
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Why Go To Church?  
A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and 

complained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. 

'I've gone for 30 years now,' he wrote, 'and in that 

time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons. But 

for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of 

them. So, I think I'm wasting my time and the 

pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.'  

     This started a real controversy in the 'Letters to 

the Editor' column, much to the delight of the editor. 

It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:  

 

'I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has 

cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall 

the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know this. 

They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my 

work. If my wife had not given me these 

meals, I would be physically dead today. 

Likewise, if I had not gone to church for 

nourishment, I would be spiritually dead 

today!'  
 

When you are DOWN to nothing.... God is UP 

to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and 

receives the impossible! Thank God for our physical AND our 

spiritual nourishment!'  

Did you enjoy the photos in this edition?  

They were sent in by different people who 

took their cameras along to events. Pix are 

welcomed from all sources, just send them   

  to us! (graceplace3@comcast.net) 


