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Inside This Edition: 

Dear Friends, 

 On the front page of a recent Wilmington News-Journal, I was 

glad to see attention brought to the plight of migrating birds colliding at 

night into high-rise buildings that remain brightly lit. The light confuses 

the birds, and there is a high mortality rate during the fall and spring 

migration. As a bird lover, it breaks my heart to see what these plucky 

birds have to go through to survive, and I applaud any and all measures 

people can take to preserve this natural resource. I wonder how 

responsive those who run the tall buildings in Wilmington will be to 

this concern, knowing how such changes are made slowly, if at all. But 

we need to consider what it might be like to lose the beautiful birdsong 

so welcome this time of year, and which we take so much for granted. 

 In many ways, I think this circumstance is a metaphor for what 

we are encouraged to ponder in the season of Lent. This is a time when 

we are encouraged to reflect more deliberately upon the life of faith, 

with the operative word being life. We know that the ministry of Jesus 

was to bring abundant life to all who would receive it, and for this he 

paid the price, indeed, it cost him his life. His primary concern was for 

those whose circumstances left them forever at the margins, and who, 

in his view, were as deserving of the abundant life as those whose 

position and wealth afforded them all the advantages. In declaring 

Godôs blessings for the poor, he challenged people to consider what 

makes for the abundant life, that it has as much to do with dignity, 

justice, and compassion as with material possessions and social 

standing. Such an approach was as revolutionary for his time as any 

time in history, including our own. 

 And thatôs where the birds come into the picture. Itôs about life, 

not only for the birds, but for us as well. Our lives are immeasurably 

Continued on next page 
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enriched by these small, vulnerable creatures, who depend upon our appreciation of them, just as we 

ourselves cannot truly thrive without appreciation of who we are and what we have to give. Our 

quality of life has been so reduced by a lack of appreciation for one another and for this wonderful 

world in which we live, that the abundant life of which Jesus spoke is jeopardized for all of 

creation. What are some steps we can take to preserve this wonderful life, and this wonderful 

world? By turning off the lights in the high-rises at night, by reaching out to those who have been 

pushed to the margins, by giving ourselves on behalf of others, the way Jesus did. That we take 

nothing for granted, but enjoy both the gift and responsibility of the 

life we are given.  

 This Lent as we reflect upon the impact of Jesusô life, 

passion, and death, let us discern the ways in which we are called to 

life from death, and how we may bring this life to others. Even it if 

is just a small bird, remember that not even one of them falls without 

Godôs knowing. Such is the nature Godôs mercy, and may it become 

ours as well. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Lenten  Programs/Holy Week Services  
 

Sundays, March 13-Apr 3, Apr 17 at 12 Noon   (Grace kitchen/Ivy Room) 

    Lenten Study: ñEmbracing an Adult Faith, What It Means to Be a Christianò.  DVD series 

by Marcus Borg.  Begins with simple soup/bread lunch followed by DVD and discussion.   

 

Sundays, March 13-Apr 10, 7 p.m. at IRC Office (St. Albans Church) 

   Lenten Study:  Christian Faith on the Move.  Five-session series examines the Emerging 

Church movement through the writing of Brian McLaren, recent Diocesan Convention speaker.  

Led by Paula Hartzell, director of Interfaith Resource Center 

 

Palm Sunday, April 17   8:30  a.m.  Palm Sunday service with Liturgy of the Palms 

    10:30 a.m.  Palm Sunday service with Liturgy of the Palms 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 21 6:00 p.m.  Agape Meal in the Parish Hall 

    7:00 p.m.   Maundy Thursday Service 

 

Good Friday, April 22  12 noon     Good Friday Service 

 

Easter Sunday, April 24   8:30 a.m.    Holy Eucharist 

    10:30 a.m.    Holy Eucharist 
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The Parish Summit, ñForward into the Future.ò 
 

 On April 10, we will gather for a shortened service of Holy Eucharist 

at 9:30 a.m. in the Chapel, followed by the parish summit meeting, ñForward 

into the Future.ò The purpose of the meeting will be to discern the direction 

for mission and ministry to which God is calling us at this time, to define our 

values, and to envision what life in Grace Church will look like with the 

successful fulfillment of our purpose. We will begin the work of the day by 

gathering into the small groups that met last fall to review the responses to the 

interviews and to welcome those who did not attend a Pre-Summit meeting but have filled out an 

Interview Guide. After review and discussion of the interview summary, each group will begin 

to distill out five to six common themes regarding the essence of Grace Church at its best, the 

values of the parish, and hopes and wishes for the future. Each group will present these to the 

entire group, and a further process of identification and agreement regarding common themes 

and aspirations will follow. There will be a guided meditation on these themes and aspirations, 

and then each group will create a design that best represents the vision brought out by the 

meditation. After each group explains their design, the entire group will work for consensus on a 

vision for the future, and the way in which it will be accomplished (our mission), and the values 

to guide our work along the way. It may be that a mission statement will be completed by the 

end of the day, but, if not, there will be plenty of material available for the Vestry and Transition 

Committee to be able to craft a statement that best reflects the work done on the Summit day. 

 

 After the Summit, we will begin to review the ways in which to organize around our 

newly-minted mission, with some reorganization possible in terms of the work of our 

committees and commissions. We will also begin to work on a Parish Profile, which will reflect 

our history, context for ministry, mission, vision, and values. This profile will be used by the 

Search Committee, to be formed before summer, to begin to review appropriate candidates for 

the Rector position, candidates whose experience, knowledge, and demeanor will provide the 

best resource as we work to accomplish our mission. 

 

 I hope as many as possible will be able to attend the Summit; child-care will be 

provided, and lunch will be shared to help fuel our hard work. Please continue to keep Grace 

Church in your prayers as we prepare for this important day, and, with Godôs help, take these 

next steps ñForward into the Future.ò 

April 10  

 
Pick up your copy of the 2011 

Parish Directory available in 

the hallway. 
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Vestry Briefs . . (from Feb. 17)   
¶ Reflections: Emily passed out Respect Guidelines and asked that vestry members 

consider whether or not to use these guidelines in their deliberations. The vestry agreed 

to use the guidelines and one member requested the addition of understanding, 

compassion and forgiveness be added to the list.   

¶ There was discussion on how to handle the recent events at the church (disruption at 

service, annual meeting, emails and letters).  A motion was made to hire Mark Sullivan, 

diocesan consultant, to facilitate an open meeting for the parish on March 2.  Vestry 

approved the motion. 

¶ January Minutes:  John Haley requested a correction to the minutes.  He voted nay on 

the flag issue making the vote 10 yeas, 1 nay, no abstentions.  Vestry accepted the 

minutes with the correction. 

¶ Finance Report: Contingency Fund has increased to $27,000.  Rectory tenant will be 

moving out the end of February.  Applebaum Management is aggressively looking for a 

new tenant.  Marti Foley remains the liaison to Applebaum for Grace Church. 

¶ Jean Burton was nominated and approved as Jr. Warden.  Lynn Phillips was nominated 

and approved as Clerk of the Vestry. 

¶ Paul Miles led a discussion on the duties of the Vestry based on Grace Church by-laws 

and the Episcopal Church Canon laws.  The vestry can legally function with only 9 

members, currently we have 11 members.  Each vestry member is asked to serve on at 

least one of the commissions/committees. 

¶ Paul announced that Jeff Beck has retired as chair of the Finance Committee after many 

  years of committed service.  Jeff will remain on the Finance Committee, but a new 

chairman needs to be named.  Irv Hollingsworth resigned as Property Committee Chair 

and from the committee.  There will need to be a new chair or co-chairs.  There is also a 

need for a second signature for all checks written by the Treasurer. 

¶ The Transition Committee is rescheduling the Pre-Summit meetings to March and the 

Summit Meeting to April. 

¶ The Cemetery Committee is requesting that when memorials are listed as ñin lieu of 

flowers, gifts are to be given to Grace Churchò that the Vestry makes the decision to 

which memorial fund the money will be designated. Sandy Tonjes and Cathy Diamond 

will explore areas that could be listed as possible memorial gifts. 
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Outreach Commission . . . .  

Food Ingathering 
Many thanks to all who contributed to our March 13 food drive for 

the Claymont Community Centerôs Food Pantry.  About 80 BAGS 

of groceries were delivered, and the Center was very appreciative 

of our efforts.   BIG  THANKS to Jim Fagley for delivery of the 

donations to Claymont. 

The next scheduled Ingathering will be Sunday, May 29.   

REMINDER:  Food baskets are located in the church and donations are accepted at 

any time, which are then taken to the Pantry. Bring a can/box and drop it in on the way 

to Communion as we give thanks for all that we have received. 

Spring in Talleyville Brown Bag Concerts    
 

Fridays, April 1, 8, 15 

12:15 p.m. 

 
April 1  Charlie and Laura Hannagan 

   An Afternoon of Song: American Classics  

   from Film & Stage 

April 8   Broadway and Beyond ð Robert Welch &  

    Friends 

April 15   The Bob Balick Jazz Trio 

 
We can still use some hosting help at these concerts.  

Simply means helping to make pot of coffee, punch, 

set out napkins and 

bulletins, and then smile 

and greet people!  Let 

the office or Tom 

Marshall know if you 

can help with any of the 

dates. 

As part of your Lenten 
discipline,  you may make 
a donation to ERD, 
Episcopal Relief and 
Development Fund.  See 
the purple Lenten 

meditations booklets in the 
hallway or visit website 
www.er-d.org. 
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The Creative Call Group of Grace is sponsoring 

an evening with Sister Barbara Jean Brown of the 

Anamchara Fellowship.  She will lead us in the art 

of tying Celtic knots for the crafting of rosaries.  

$3/person for craft supplies.  RSVP to the office if 

you plan to attend. Program is open to members of 

the public ð invite friends and family. 

This year Vacation Bible School will run from Monday, July 18th through  

Friday, July 22nd. We will begin with dinner at 5:30 with dinner and finish at 

8:30. Please let me know if you will be able to help this year. We are going to 

need group leaders, activity leaders, worship, and kitchen help.  This year our 

program is Son Surf Beach Bash. Grab your surfboard and paddle out to ride a 

wave of fun and adventure at Son Surf Beach Bash VBS!   Learn about cool sea 

    creatures like clownfish, dolphins, and sea turtles. 

    We will explore the wonders of the beach and find 

    Big Answers to some Big Questions about Jesus. It's 

    the most rewarding week youôll ever spend at the 

    beach.    
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Next Book Discussion Date:  

   Sunday, May 1 at 12 noon  
 

Book: People of the Book by 
Geraldine Brooks 

 

Reading Geraldine Brooks's 

remarkable debut novel, Year of Wonders, or 

more recently March, which won the Pulitzer 

Prize, it would be easy to forget that she grew 

up in Australia and worked as a journalist. Now 

in her dazzling new novel, People of the Book, 

Brooks allows both her native land and current 

events to play a larger role while still 

continuing to mine the historical material that 

speaks so ardently to her imagination. Late one 

night in the city of Sydney, Hanna Heath, a rare 

book conservator, gets a phone call. The 

Sarajevo Haggadah, which disappeared during 

the siege in 1992, has been found, and Hanna 

has been invited by the U.N. to report on its 

condition. In the present, we follow the 

resolutely independent Hanna through her 

thrilling first encounter with the beautifully 

illustrated codex and her discovery of the tiny 

signsða white hair, an insect wing, missing 

clasps, a drop of salt, a wine stainðthat will 

help her to discover its provenance. In the other 

strand of the narrative we learn, moving 

backward through time, how the codex came to 

be lost and found, and made. From the opening 

section, set in Sarajevo in 1940, to the final 

section, set in Seville in 1480, these narratives 

show Brooks writing at her very best. Brooks is 

too good a novelist to belabor her political 

messages, but her depiction of the Haggadah 

bringing together Jews, Christians and Muslims 

could not be more timely. Her gift for 

storytelling, happily, is timeless.  
É 2007 Publishers Weekly. 

 

Pick up a copy of the book, read it, and 
join us on May 1st for discussion!  

I wish to thank the  

members of Grace Church  

for the lovely bouquet of 

flowers that were delivered 

on the occasion of my  

birthday.    

  Dorothy Williams 

Dorothy turned 102 years old on March 5.   

Congratulations! 
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As Senior Warden, I would like to address my friends and fellow 

parishioners at Grace. 

 

Two months ago, I felt excited and was looking forward to the 

possibility of becoming Senior Warden here at Grace. There were 

signs that this was going to be an exceptional year and many things 

were looking promising. We had just completed a very successful 

stewardship campaign, due in large part to two things: The hard 

work, careful planning and gentle persuasion of Fred Tennille our chairperson, but more 

importantly to the gracious generosity of the members of Grace who had pledged over 

$20,000 more than last year. That was an astounding figure given the state of our economy 

and with many of our membership on fixed incomes. It gave me great comfort and made me 

proud to be a member of this congregation.  

 

We have an active Transition Committee working to prepare the congregation for a 

culminating event (Summit Meeting [April 10]) that will bring into focus the many good 

things that the people of Grace stand for and have stood for, for almost 175 years. We have 

already had the pre-summit meetings and they were quite successful. Having participated in 

one myself I thought it was really enjoyable. I met with and talked to other members of our 

church that I hadnôt spoken to for any length of time before. I hope everyone who hasnôt 

participated in one of these pre-summit meetings will pick up an Interview Guide sheet from 

the hallway, fill it out, and attend the Summit Meeting on April 10. Filling out the sheet 

beforehand will prepare you in the same manner as those of us who attend one of the pre-

summits. 

 

I was particularly looking forward to bringing my own talents and interests in marketing, 

design, branding and new media to Grace because I was sure that with a little work, 

creativity and ingenuity we could get our neighbors around us to take more notice of Grace. 

And with a renewed emphasis on hospitality combined with our mission and vision forged 

from our exploration of the churchôs DNA in the pre-summit and summit meetings we 

would all feel good about inviting new people and families to join us because we had 

something we felt was worth joining. 

 

Then an incident occurred that brought everything to a stand still. 

 

I wonôt go back over the events of the last few weeks only to say that peopleôs feelings have 

been hurt. People got angry at one another and said things that they probably regret saying 

or putting in writing. 
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These things happen. They have always happened since the beginning of time (think Cain 

and Abel). They happen at work, they happen between friends, and they certainly happen in 

families. I think of Grace as my family. I canôt tell you how many of you have come up to 

me or Lil to tell us they remember Noah as a small child just barely big enough to hold the 

cross up straight as he made his way down the isle in his red acolytes robe, and they canôt 

believe how  much he has grown in fourteen years. You have all had a hand in helping Lil 

and I raise our child in Godôs love and I thank you for your kindness, your generosity and 

your prayers.  

 

But families get angry at each other from time to time. Family members become 

disappointed in someone, mad at someoneôs actions or inaction, angry at the forgotten 

thanks or praise for help provided. Little things become big things and the anger grows 

larger than whatever started it.  

 

Just like there are between family members, there are ñissuesò here at Grace. More than you 

can imagine. Many of them started with a misconception, or an unsubstantiated rumor or a 

letter sent in anger. 

 

I believe we have very good people on our vestry (I include myself as one of those). We are 

working hard to identify issues that are real and need to be addressed, and we are setting our 

vision forward, towards the future so that we can lead this church and its congregation to 

call a new Rector. In the coming editions of this newsletter I will be discussing some of the 

concerns that face not only Grace Church but all churches, not just in Brandywine Hundred 

but regionally and throughout the state as we move into the second decade of this century. 

 

One person canôt solve all the issues that we will confront this year, nor does one person 

have all the answers to the problems we face. Thankfully we are blessed with many 

wonderful people here at Grace. People who have skills and talents, knowledge and energy 

to help provide and improve upon the programs, worship services, education opportunities 

and outreach events we offer to our parishioners and to the community. It will take all of us 

working together to make this happen. I believe we can work together, as one Body of 

Christ, putting personal issues and concerns aside like one does with family members you 

disagree with. And we can accept that we are all unique individuals that have different 

backgrounds and life experiences. My prayer is that this Church not only will be a better 

place, but a show place. In fact it will be Godôs Place. I hope you will join me. 

 

Paul Miles  

 

P.S. I still feel excited about being Senior Warden, honest! 
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