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Inside This Edition: 

Dear Friends, 

 

   As I write these words, the temperature outside is hovering at 100 

degrees and the humidity is up there as well, making for an oppressive 

day. One canôt help but move more slowly to conserve energy, a most 

appropriate response for a hot summer day. 

   Even though we are in the midst of summer, these have not been lazy 

days at Grace Church, with work continuing on our preparation for the 

search process, and the running of the annual Vacation Bible School 

program. I so appreciate the efforts of those who have been involved 

with both, and feel that in many ways these activities have been a 

representation of Grace Church at its finest. 

   To bring you up to date on where things are with the preliminary 

work we have been involved with since last fall regarding the transition 

tasks, we plan to have the Parish Profile completed at the end of the 

summer. The profile includes a description of the parish and its history, 

the ministry context of the Brandywine Hundred and Wilmington, our 

mission and values statements, parish goals that have been established 

in light of our mission and vision, search criteria, and the financial 

picture of the parish. This document will give potential candidates a 

thumb-nail sketch of our aspirations as we seek a new rector to help us 

accomplish our goals, with the parish web site, also under revision 

(thanks to Paula Hartzell), providing a more in-depth look at the life 

and ministry of the parish. Once the profile is completed, at the 

September Vestry meeting we will take a long, hard look at the parish 

finances to see what we can afford for the long-term. A presentation 

about our findings will be presented at both services Sunday morning, 

Oct. 9, followed by a parish lunch where we can take more time to 

Continued on next page 
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have a conversation about our options. Please mark your calendars now, as this will be an 

important time together. 

   I also mentioned our annual VBS program, and want to say that I feel it represents Grace Church 

at its absolute best. In all the work we have done together this year in reflecting on who we are at 

our best, what we value, and our hopes and dreams for the future, this is the best distillation of all 

of those things. The teamwork, good will, and cooperation of those who worked hard to make this 

succeed was a spectacular example of how we go about fulfilling our mission to provide spiritual 

sustenance, in this case, to the children of our church and community. Faith, friendship, and 

service were in evidence everywhere! As we look to our hopes and dreams for the future, we only 

need to look at the elements that made this program possible to know how to proceed in other 

endeavors. These are the resources at hand, the resources to tap as we seek to fulfill our purpose. 

   These summer tasks have made it clear to me that even though there are still issues to resolve 

before we undertake the search process, we must continue to be clear about what we want, where 

we are going, and what we are willing to work for to fulfill our mission at Grace Church. These are 

the components that will lead us to success in our partnership in ministry with the next Rector.   

 

Faithfully yours, 
 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Thurs., 8/18, Emily Gibson returns from vacation 

Sun., 8/21, Final Showing of Brian McLaren DVD, 10 a.m.  (Ivy R)       

Sun., 8/21, Holiday Craft Fair Meeting, 10 a.m. in  Memorial Room 

Thurs., 8/25, Vestry Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Mon., 9/5, Grace Place Office CLOSED 

Sun., 9/11, Return to 8:30 and 10:30 AM services 

Sun., 9/11, Choir Rehearsals begin, 9:00 a.m.   

Sun., 9/11, Live BIG and Teens nôTweens Class resume, 10:15 am 

Sat., 9/17, Fall Flea Market, 8 m to 2 PM 

Sun., 9/18, Clothing Bank Drive, 8:15 to 10:45 AM  

Sat., 9/24, Fall Flea Market Rain Date 

Sun., 10/9, Parish Finance Presentations, Parish Luncheon 

Sat., 11/19, Holiday Craft Fair at Grace 

Important Dates to Note:  
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Pictures from Parish Planning Session, June 19 
 

  

*pictures provided by Paula Hartzell 

We are a 

tree of life 

rooted in 

(NC½R KNUD 

branching 

out to  

embrace 

all. 

,-2ȡ %Ȣ ,Å#ÌÅÒÃÑȟ *Ȣ 3ÉÍÏÎÅȟ !Ȣ (ÉÃËÍÁÎȟ &Ȣ 
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Our mission is to be 

a wellspring of  

spiritual sustenance, 

providing support  

for faith, friendship, 

and service. 

This planning session  

finished the preliminary 

work needed for  the  

Parish Profile completion 

(see Emilyôs article page 

1). Many thanks to all 

who participated! 
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HOLY HUMOR 
 

A father was approached by his small son who 

told him proudly, "I know what the Bible 

means!"  His father smiled and replied, "What 

do you mean, you 'know' what the Bible 

means?  The son replied, "I do know!"  "Okay," 

said his father. "What does the Bible mean?" 

"That's easy, Daddy" the young boy replied  

excitedly, "It stands for Basic Information  

Before Leaving Earth." 

 

There was a very gracious lady who was 

mailing an old family Bible to her brother in 

another part of the country. "Is there anything 

breakable in here?" asked the postal clerk.  

"Only the Ten Commandments," answered the 

lady. 

 

There is the story of a pastor who got up one 

Sunday and announced to his congregation: "I 

have good news and bad news. The good news 

is, we have enough money to pay for our new 

building program. The bad news is, it's still out 

there in your pockets." 

 

A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with 

a question, "Boys and girls, what do we know 

about God?"  A hand  shot up in the air. "He is 

an artist!" said the kindergarten boy.  "Really? 

How do you know?" the teacher asked.  "You 

know - Our Father, who does art in Heaven...." 

 

Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very 

young daughter what the lesson was about. 

The daughter answered, "Don't be scared, you'll 

get your quilt."  Needless to say, the Mom was 

perplexed.  Later in the day, the pastor stopped 

by for tea and the Mom asked him what that 

morningôs Sunday school lesson was about. 

He said "Be not afraid, thy comforter is 

coming." 

 Did you know the prayer books and the 

hymnals in the Chapel have been given 

in memory of loved ones of Grace?  
Look in the front of the book to see the 

memorial nameplates.  Because of this, 

we would like to keep those copies in the 

chapel.  If you have taken one of these  

prayer books home to use, kindly return 

it to the chapel and the office or Emily 

will be happy to find you another copy to 

borrow.  Many thanks! 
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 So Many Hands for a Big Job . . . . 

 
VBS Coordinator: Brenda Trageser 

Chapel Coordinator:  Pat Van Catledge 

Class Leaders:  Juli Bailey, Arianna Bailey,  

Ashley Hughes, Rachel Baur, Sandy Poplos, Christine  

Trageser, Nickey Smith, Lynn Phillips, Vicki Hughes, 

Emily Gibson, Beth Raab 

Teachers & Assistants:  Sandy Tonjes, Kim Cattermole, Carrie and Elena Fayda, Jen  

Quesenberry, Linda Owens, Jennie Heckscher, Alexis Nagengast, Travis and Colin 

Turner, Tim Trageser, Zach Trageser, Will Fengl, Jack Genthert 

Kitchen Crew: Pat Diamond, Cathy Diamond, Nancy Simpkins, Paul Miles, Lil 

Miles, Noah Miles, Carol Mazzenga, Beth Beck, Jim Fagley, Matt Bailey, Joan  

Roberge, Richard Fengl, Amy Diamond, Sandy Poplos, Jean Young 

Decorations:  Paul Miles, Tom Marshall 

And a  BIG THANK YOU to all who donated items or money towards the  

Vacation Bible School.  Your support is so appreciated! 

Plans for the Holiday Craft Show (Sat. Nov. 19) are under-

way;  the next planning meeting is Sun. Aug. 21 after 9 am 

service.  If you would like to rent a table, or know of a crafter 

who is interested, please call Gail Haley at 302-798-0300.  We 

are also asking church members to go through their sewing/

craft areas and see if they have donations of:  velcro, bias 

tape, fabric, yarn, felt, batting.  There is a receptacle in the 

church hallway for your donations.  Many thanks! 

Sat., Nov. 19, 2011 

 Charles joins me in thanking our Grace church family 

for their prayers, support and cards during 

recuperation from his eighth  surgery and antibiotic 

infusion.  I am especially appreciative of the special 

love and support from the Altar Guild members and 

Chalice bearers for substituting for me.  The Doctor 

has also given him  the go-ahead to return to working 

in his studio. We are truly blessed in many ways. 

    Fran Allmond 
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It was a HOT week  but one with a lot of smiles!  On 
July 18 -22 Grace Church held its sixth VBS for the 
community.  We had 39 children attendees between 
the ages of 4 to 11 years.  They joined together for 
dinner in the Parish Hall at 5:30 p.m. and then a full 
evening of activities ñ see the following pictures!   

Chapel Time: we  processed in with banners, sang songs, 

ñsignedò the creed, and acted out bible stories! 

Monday:  Noahôs Ark,  ñGod Loves Usò 

Tues:  Moses and the Red Sea, ñI can trust Godò 

Wed:  Daniel and the Lions, ñGod will protect usò 

Thurs:  Prodigal Son, ñGod is always there for usò 

Fri:  Jesus Calms the Storm, ñGod guides us when we are 

scaredò 
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Our daily chapel offerings went to the National Audubon  

Society for the Gulf Oil Spill cleanup.  So in the Science Center 

we concentrated on how the oil has affected Godôs animal  

creatures.  We learned about birdsô feathers and how oil affects 

them , we explored oysters and crabs, and experimented with 

different methods of cleaning up the oil spill.  Approx. $300 was 

mailed to the National Audubon Society at the end of the week! 

In Arts & Crafts 

we made beach-

themed artwork ð 

from Dazzling  

starfish hangings to 

decorated cupcakes 

to  hand-painted  

beach bandanas. 

What creative kids 

we have! 


